HSN Handout 2


Home-School Notes:

How to Establish a Home-School Daily Report Card

Alyssa Dretchen, B.A., Seton Hall University

Futures Task Force on Family-School Partnerships

Select the Areas for Improvement

Involve all school staff who work with the child in a discussion of the child’s 


behavior.

Determine the child’s greatest areas of impairment.

Define the goals toward which the child should be working in terms of these 


areas of impairment.
Determine How the Goals will be Defined

Identify specific behaviors, called “target behaviors” (TBs), that can be changed 


to facilitate progress toward the goals. 

When establishing TBs, remember:

TBs must be meaningful behaviors that will help the child reach his goals.

TBs must be very clearly defined in a way that the child, teacher, & 


parents all understand.

TBs must be able to be observed and counted by the teacher and child.

A good DRC will contain between 3 and 8 TBs, depending on the child’s 


age and ability. 
Decide on Behaviors and Criteria for the DRC
Estimate about how often a child is doing the target behaviors.
Only include targets that are significant to the child’s improvement.

Set a reasonable criterion for each target behavior. A criterion is a target level the 


child will have to meet in order to receive a positive mark for that behavior.

Explain the DRC to the Child

Meet with the teacher, parents and child.

Explain all aspects of the DRC to the child in a positive manner.

Explain that the DRC will be used to help him/her focus on important things 


during the day.

Explain that he/she will be earning rewards for behavior and performance at 


school.

Explain the procedure that will be used with the report card.

Establish a Home-Based Rewards System

The rewards provide motivation for the child to work towards a good DRC, and 


they are thus a necessary component.

Rewards must be selected by the child (in consultation with the parents). 

Rewards should be arranged such that less preferred rewards can be earned for 


fewer positive marks, and more desired rewards are earned for better 



performance.


Also see: Home-School Notes: How to Foster Positive Outcomes Using 



Daily Report Cards PPT and Handout

Monitor and Modify the Program

Keep daily records of how often the child is receiving Yeses on each target.

Gradually shape the child into increasingly appropriate behavior by making the 


criterion harder once the child has begun to meet the criterion regularly.

Remember to combine the DRC with appropriate social reinforcement.

Trouble-shooting a DRC

If the system is not working to change the child’s behavior, examine the program 

and make changes where appropriate. 

For a list of possible problems and appropriate solutions for those problems, see 

the “Trouble Shooting a DRC” table available at 

http://summertreatmentprogram.com
Consider Other Treatments

If, even after trouble-shooting and modification, the DRC is not sufficient to result 

in maximal improvement, consider additional behavioral components (e.g., 

more frequent praise, time out) and/or more powerful or intensive 

behavioral procedures (e.g., a point system). 

Sample School DRC Targets

Academic Productivity

Completes X assignments within the specified time

Starts work X or fewer reminders

Behavior Outside the Classroom

Follows rules of the bus with X or fewer violations

Walks in line appropriately 

Following Classroom Rules

Follows directions with X or fever repetitions

Raises hand to speak with X or fewer reminders

Homework

Brings completed homework to class

DRC is returned signed the next day by parent

Sample DRC Targets

Peer Relationships

Shares/helps peers when appropriate with X or fewer reminders

Fewer than X fights with peers

Responsibility for Belongings

Has materials necessary for class/subject area

Brings DRC to teacher for feedback before leaving for next class/activity

Teacher Relationships

Appropriately asks an adult for help when needed

Respects adults (talks back fewer than X times per period)

Time Out Behavior

Serves time outs appropriately

Child serves time out w/o engaging in inappropriate behaviors

Sample Home Rewards

Daily Rewards

Snacks

Choosing radio station in car

Daily or Weekly Rewards

Allowance

Going over to a friend’s house to play

Weekly Rewards

Renting movie video

Going shopping/going to the mall

Sample School Rewards

Children should be given a menu of rewards from which to choose. The following 

rewards can be added to the home-based rewards system:

Free time for X minutes

Eat lunch outside on a nice day




Be teacher’s helper

Grade papers
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